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Creative Sector Advisory Committee

MINUTES
Wednesday, October 8, 2025
Virtual meeting via Zoom 

Attendance: x = present, R = regrets
	Adeyemi Adenekan
	R
	Chiazor Ugwuogo
	R
	Emma Walker
	R

	Julia Gingrich
	R
	Councillor Julie Wright
	X
	Kim Hong Nguyen,
	X

	Manuela D’Cunha
	R
	[bookmark: _Hlk192077737]Mona Holmlund (Chair),
	X
	[bookmark: _Hlk192077754]Mya Nantambu
	R

	Pejman Salehi
	X
	Peter Ebunoluwa Pearse-Elosia
	X
	Rebecca Short
	X

	Stephanie Lewis
	X
	Tanja Gancevich
	X
	Karen VandenBrink
	X

	Astero Kalogeropoulos
	X
	Sonya Poweska
	X
	Erin Miles (recording secretary)
	X




1. Welcome and Territorial Acknowledgment 
M. Holmlund called the meeting to order at 8:08a.m. 

2. Agenda
No changes.

3. Approval of Minutes 
Moved by J. Wright seconded by T. Gancevich
“That the minutes of the September 10, 2025, meeting be approved.”
Carried.

4. Roundtable & Updates
· R. Short: there are 4 new exhibitions and CCGG around remembrance celebrations

5. Committee Night 2025 – A. Kalogeropoulos
· Monday November 3 
· RSVP is tomorrow (Oct 10)
· Is this committee doing a presentation or written report? If verbal, AK can update the power point from last year and circulate for review / comment
· K. Nguyen can deliver the report or co-present (preferred)
· Slide show: 
· Include enthusiasm for participating in the EcDev strategic plan and a Culture Plan
· Explain how ACI connects with all the different departments within the city
· Support for public art spaces

6. Public Art Committee Application Review – S. Poweska
· Installation of poppies at City Hall from Clay & Glass Gallery has been installed and looks great. They will be offering them for sale by donation.
· Lumen – 3 installations still up. 
· Artist from Sweden said that Waterloo was one of the nicest communities he has been in with his pieces. The public was very respectful.
· At a property on King St the developer has asked to remove the public art from the site due to drainage issues (this is under review)
· CIP application in for putting murals on Truth Beauty Company. Only permitted in sign zone F & still require sign off from public art committee. Artist is Lucy Bilson who is a practicing artist & designer. 
· Only concern is that the one option has lots of negative space (will it draw graffiti?)
· Wonderful they are trying to create art in unconventional spaces
· Does the committee approve the application going forward: YES – we support it.

7. Community Engagement Feedback Review - A. Kalogeropoulos 
· Regional consultation started in 2023 on community engagement on needs of arts sector in the region (with other cities in the region & hired Environics as the consultant)
· Goal was to identify key themes below
· Distribution of grants & funds
· Access to physical spaces
· Promotion & awareness (this region is not just a “tech” hub! Art & tech are not separate)
· Representation & support
· Previous culture plan 2014-2024 was created when ACI was under community services not EcDev. 
· Of 22 recommendations, 19 were completed or are on-going
· Moving forward
· Need to address needs/gaps in support growth of the creative sector
· Need for more action-oriented & responsive approach
· Build on past work instead of starting from scratch
· We are doing additional engagement with staff from other departments /division to explore intersections of work, post-secondary, and 1:1 / small group
· Waiting for the date (November) for this committee meeting with EcDev strategy consultant
· Positioning arts as part of the economic health & development of the city is very important for council as well as clarifying the differences/similarities between cultural events/activities and ACI. 
· Discussion followed

8. Heritage Staff updates – K. VandenBrink
· Working with legion on Remembrance Day commemoration – WW1 tribute of Veterans banners that are on the Spurline trail including the women who served at that time (24 on this trail)
· They have been working with the BIA as well: and the BIA have offered a number of poles on Regina, William & City Hall parking lot for families who wanted to commemorate a family member that served (sold 24 banners)
· Re-installed the crocheted & knitted poppies in City Hall
· RFP for the Carnegie project is now live & lots of interest from architects with a mandatory site visit happening next week

9. Arts & Creative Industries staff updates – A. Kalogeropoulos
· Staff team (Astero, Sonya & Lakyn) are currently at Creative industries summit in Kingston. Highlights in November! 
· 
10. Additional business? Questions or comments?

11. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25am.
Moved by: K. Nguyen
The next meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2025, 8-10:00 am, via Zoom
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